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From: Commander Carrier Air Group SEVEM 
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Subji Action Report of Air Group SEVEN from 21 June to 27 June 1952 

Ref : (a) OpNav Instruction 34-80*1 

(b) CincPacPlt Instruction 3480.1 

1. In accordance v/ith references (a) and (b), subject report is submitted 
herewith for inclusion with the action report of the U.S.S. BON HCME 
KICHARD for the same period. 




G, B. BROWN 



TOSSIFO 



PART QUE - MISSION 

The mission of Air Group SEVEN, is derived from Commander Task 
Force 77 Secret Operations Order Mo. 22-51. As the embarked air 

group of the U.S.S. BOH HQMkE RICHARD, CVG-7 took part in the com- 
bined strikes against the hydro-electric complex of North Korea, and 
conducted aerial interdiction against enemy lines of communications 
and supply. Attacks were also made against areas of troop and supply 
concentrations. Photographio reconnaissance was flown in support 
of all operations, and one weather reconnaisance mission was launch- 
ed. No close air support missions were scheduled or flown. 
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B. ChKONOLOGY 

21 June 1952 - U.S.S. BON H0MJ5 RICHARD , trith Carrier Air Group 
SEVEN embarked, departed Fleet Activities Xokosuka at 06001 for 

the Korean Combat Area. Fifty-nine refresher flights were launched, 

22 June 1952 - Refresher flights were cancelled due to weather en 
route to join IF-77. 

23 June 1952 - U.S.S. BON H0M.E RICHARD joined IF-77 at ajjproxiBtafce- 
ly 05001. At 07001 a four plane jet CAP was launched. A heavy 
strike schedule was to have been launched at 0S00I against Fusen #1 
and #2 and Kyosen #2 and #3 hydro- electric plants, but at 07401 

the strike was postponed twenty-four hours* 

However, at 13001 a modified strike schedule was ordered as 
part of a coordinated effort to knock out electric power plants 
throughout North Korea. Planes from the. U.S.S. PRINCETON, U.S.S, 
BOXER, U.S.S. PHILIPPINE SEA and the U.S.S. BON HOMME RICHARD 
joined with several hundred Air Force planes to achieve maximum 
destruction of the assigned targets. 
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III 




COMMANDER G. B. BROWN. teWWsfW**lW^ AD's, COBttHDER C. D. 
FONVIEIUS, Jr. (C.Q* With £ and LCDR A. W. CURTIS 

(C VF-72) with 11 f#*2*B hit Kyosen #2 hydro -electric plant 
abdut 30 foiles northeast of Hamhung. The transformer yard was severe- 
ly damaged, and a large fire was started by a direct hit on a gas- 
oline or oil storage tank, 

COMMANDER H. K, EVANS (CO, VA-75) with 6 AD's, LCDR D. V, SENF t 
(g.O, VF-74) with 6 FiU-^s and COMLMDER J. S. HILL (CO. VF-71) 
with 7 F9F-2's hit Fuson #2 hydro -electric plant west of Kyosen. 
Two direct hits were made on the generator building, caving tho roof 
In and starting a fire. In addition, severe damage was dealt to 
the transformer yard and surrounding buildings. This strike put 
Fuson 02 permanently out of commission. 

No flak was encountered at Kyosen #2, and only meagor, inaccurate 
flak at Fuson #2, However, one AD was badly damaged by flying con- 
crete aftor a lead plane had hit tho generator building. The newly- 
installed armor plate probably saved tho pilot, who landed safely 
aboard* 

Twenty CAP launches were made during "the day, and a total of 
47 offensive sorties. 

24 June 1952 - At 0S00 both jets and pistons were launched to strike 
tho North Korean hydro-electric complex once more. This tine all 
CVG-7 aircraft were directed against Kyosen #4 plant, six miles 
inland from Tanchon. Coraploto destruction of the entire target 
area was achieved. No flak was encountcrod, probably duo to the 
flak suppression runs made prior to the strike by VF-74's Corsairs. 
Following the strike on Kyosen #4, photo jots from VC-61 Detachment 
MAN covered the entire Kyosen complex. 

In the afternoon, Skyraiders, Corsairs and Fanthors struck 
rail and bridges northeast and northwest of Hungnam. Four railroad 
bridges were severely damaged and fourteen rail cuts were accomplished, 
Skyraiders and Corsairs hit a marshalling yard near Tanchon and dam- 
aged five boxcars that wcro found thcro. No flak was encountered. 

VC-61 (Det. NAN) obtained photographic coverage of the area 
and of radar installations near Wonsan. 

Thirty-one CAPS were launched during the day, and four ASP. 

25 June 1952 ~> Bad weather prevented strike; launches until 1230. 
However, a total of 14 planes woro launched for CAP at 0800 and 
0920, and a seven plane CAP was launched in the afternoon. 

At 1230, Skyraiders, Corsairs and Panthers took aff to attack 
area targets between Wonsan and tho Bombline. The props droppod 
their loads on target from 4,000 feet saturating tho area, and sev- 
eral large fires were started, Tho area had been reported to con- 
tain troop concentration and supply dumps, but it was not possible 
to assess results due to high altitude and the dense growth. 

Before reaching the target, ENSIGN RON-ID D. EATON, 543824/1325, 
USNR, VF-74 ras hit by flak, probably 37 MM, at an altitude of 8,000 
foet. Oil pressure fluctuated, then droppod rapidly, and ENSIGN 
EATON was forced to bail out. The other three planes in the divis- 
ion took over RESCAP, and successfully protected ENSIGN EATON, who 
appeared to have landed without injury, from surrounding enemy 
troops by strafing the area. One RESCAP plane was hit in the port 
wheel well by what appeared to be 37M, and proceeded to K-18 where 
it was landed safely. This aircraft was flown back to the ship on 
26 June, hut was off loaded at Sascbo due to damage to the main spar. 
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. f)ror,oo. DECLASSIFILU 

JOG Korea wag immediately advised, and sent F-51's and a helicopter 
?Z S! °y er l , r ?? cue operations. ENSIGN EATON was successfully picked 
up, but .ho helicopter was shot do™ by small arms f ire af Sr it haf 
gone about l£ miles. The RESCAP later reported that encmt troops 
wore seen capturing several of the downed personnel. 

Forty-four offensive sorties were launched. 
IsS 1< ^" " EQN H0ME RICHARD rs P leni ^ at sea en route to 

tl/Tll 9 ? " ? e Bon , Hommc Richard ^ivod at Sasebo at 08001, 
and assumed ready carrier status. * 

FART 1HREE - ORDMANGF: 

A - Comments on Ordnance Equipment 

w T ^"^^cWoning of guns and bomb racks has boon great- 

ly reduced by efficient, squadron ordnance maintenance. A few isolated 
cases occurred, ,;hioh v;ere easily and quickly corrected. delated 

ing arfaffollSs; * ^ ^ C ° nside ^ mention- 

^^^^ 

« fl™ ™» T air ? roft should bo eqnlapod to aerriee Aero 

B « Ordnance Expenditure 

i9s b^aSSfif^Moe, 21 to 1952 "»*"* 27 *- 



20M 
50 cal, 
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500 GP 
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2000 GP 
Ineondiary 
Fragmentation 

PART FOITR - maiJ.ir,7Wr!B 
A. General 
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32,215 
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30 


108 






27 




32 


56 




6^ 


266 



experience of all squadron and ^on7^ Ml±£nTe ff£l T ]T 

B * ^tolliffflnfte IfatnrHnlp and hftiwit^ 

On certain cases, target photographs and flak information were 
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not made available to the ship in time to bo tised on tho missions for 
which they wore required! It ia! believed jf.iat small scale oblique 
photographs of tho coastlines 6? Korea would dssist new pilots in mak- 
ing proper landfalls. 

C, Equipment 

Air Intelligence Officers, and other briefing officers, are hand- 
icapped by the. lack of a public address or amplifying system in the 
ready rooms, when a large briefing is conducted in Ready Four, for 
example, it is necessary to shout in order for personnel in the rear 
of tho room to bo heard* 

Debriefing areas have been creatod by She installation of curtains 
in the roar of the ready rooms, which helps to cut down on disturbing 
noises. 

D. Rescue 

It Is desired that mare information bo made available on Army, 
Air Force and ferine rescuo facilities, doctrines, methods and cap- 
abilities. 

PART FIVE - BATTUS DAftl&GE 

A. Assessment of Battle Damage to tho Energy 

1. The following tabulation represents a conservative estimate 
of the damage inflicted on the enemy. Figures arc based on pilot 
reports, and -whenever possible have been confirmed by photographs. 
Whenever results were unobserved, unassessod or probable, no destruct- 
ion or damage has beon claimed. 

Assessment of Battle Damage to Enemy 

Current Period Entiro Tour 

^rget Destroyed Damaged Destroyed Damaged 

Kyosen #2 1 1 

Kyosen #4. 1 x 

Fusen #2l ]_ . 

Rail Cuts 14 3 14 3 

Bridges 2 2 

Troop concentration 1 ^ 

Supply dumps 1 

Truck farm \ 

Marshalling yards 2 



1 
1 

2 



B. Battle Damage to CVG-7 Aircraft 

Date Tvne BuHo, Dam a g e Cause 

6/23/52 AD-4 123934 D-3 C 

6/25/52 S10O2 L T 

6/25/52 F4U-4. 80893 D-2 T 

6/25/52 AD-4 129006 D-3 T 

C. Flak Damage A na ]_y B £g 

Combat operations of CVG-7 have been limited to three days. There- 
fore, it is believed that no concrete conclusions can be drawn from 
the flak damage- encountered so far. The following tabulation rep- 
resents flak hits for the three day period. A differentiation between . 
small arms (SAJ and automatic weapons (AT7) is made. The latter in- 
cludes 50 cal., 20111, 37MM and 40MM. 




Flak Damage Analysis 



1. 



Sorties 53 61 



1 or mora * 



AD 


Total 


62 


17o 


1 


2 


1.6% 


1.15& 





*d 





1.1*0 


1 




1.6% 







1 





.55* 



2. AVI hits 

3. AWAOO sorties 1.6% 

4. SA hits 2 _ 

5. SA/100 sorties 3.3% 

6. Total hits 3 

7. Total hits/100 A. 9% 

8. A/C lost 1 

9. Losses/100 1.6% 

* A/C lost in enemy territory. Believed hit by AW, nut not proven. 
D, Omrational Damgc to C VG-7 Aircraft 

Dote Squadro n ^ M^. §S|Ogc 

^4/52 VA-75- AD 129005 Bomb ^ 

* The suspension band on a 2,000 lb. bomb broke during a 
pault launch, allying bomb to drag between deck and aircraft, severely 
damaging fuselage, 

PART SIX - OPEflAJlOBS 
A. Flight Summary 

The following sorties were conducted during the current operating 

peri0d! m ^ ^ mm £^ 

Strike/Recco 53 61 59 3 176 

CAP/RESCAF 69 2 2 

Photo/Escort 8 

HGF 

Heckler c e 

ASP/ABT 5 
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GATOR * ggg 



Sorties Scheduled 282 

Sortios Flovrn |66 % 94^ 

Hours Flovm 61 £*° 
Days Flight Operations Scheduled 3 

Average Hours Flight Day 203.7 

B. Force Disposition 

The disposition of the carriers on the 2 5 circle in 
formation cramped jet recoveries, particularly during light wind con- 
ditions otum the carriers were searching for the wind lino. It is 
recommended that the carriers be placed on circles in accordance 
with ATP-1. 

C. Photo Reconnaissance 

A second photo plane assigned as photo escort cannot be off root iye 
as both an escort and a photo reconnaissance plane simulta neousl y. It 
is strongly recommended that a jet f ighter be a«i|aod w 
Kith each photo plane regardless of the number of TaRCAPS and other 
friendly aircraft in the area, 

D. ' Training 

Continuing emphasis should be placed on low altitude navigation and 
reconnaissance^ utilising 1:250,000 and 1;500,000 scale charts, with 
emphasis on pinpointing positions at any givon time. 
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During the four carrier operation,' 'aircraft tactical calls were r\ re- 
assigned by event number, and all strike aircraft were on a common Uril h C 
strike frequency * It is recommended that the calls be assigned by ^^nj 
mission rather thah by event and, whenever possible, that separate 
strike missions airborne simultaneously use separate strike freq- 
uencies i 

While it is realized that the present call system is necessary for 
ship and aircraft strike control, it is. recommonded that a more simp- 
lified system bo authorized for targot tactical uso. When aircraft of 
only one Air Group ire involved, simplification could bo achieved by 
using Ifodex of aircraft along with the call of the parent ship. For 
KESCAF aircraft working with JCC Korea those calls seem to be most 
important, and give more inforrnation than present strike calls. 

F. Coordination 

On strike missions made up of pianos from two or more carriers, 
it is recommended that a strike coordinator be designated. 

It is recommended that Air Groups he given information pertaining 
to the systems of rendezvous and recovery that are being used. This 
information is particularly important when threo or more carriers aro 
involved. 

PART SEVEN - COMPOSITE SQUADROH DETACH ?JE UPS 

A. Anti -Submarine Patrol - AD-AW 

For maximum 360 degree search coverage, the AD-^W should be flown 
at a speed of 160 knots. At this spcod the designed two degree down- 
ward tilt of tho maximum power lobe is constant through 360 degrees, 
and a snorkel can be detected at maximum range, which is about forty 
miles. Flights in excess of five hours are possible at an indicated 
air speec of 120 knots, but at this speed radar coverage is reduced 
to a very low proportion. At 160 knots the AD-4.W can maintain a three 
hour schedule. 

The search pattern and altitude, which depend, on such factors 
as sea state and wind, which affect the radar presentation, can be 

determined only after becoming airborne. Consequently the search 
altitude and pattern should he determined by the pilot after an 
analysis of the contributory factors. Due to the lack of antenna 
stabilization, slight turns mado by the aircraft blank . out the radar 
presentation during the turns, 'Ihorefore, vjhen possible, turns 

should be nado at the discretion of tho operator, and positive 
control of the aircraft by the controlling ships should be limited 
to those periods when the pilot 30 requests* 

B. Might Attack - AD-^M 

On the afternoon of 25 Juno 1952, Air Group SEVEN was assigned 
an area targot southwest of Vfonsan that consisted of possible storage, 
truck parking and troop bivouac.. A positive geographic fix over the 
coast could not be made due to overcast and considerable tino was 
spent in locating the target under marginal weather conditions. It 
is recommended that under such adverse v/eather conditions an AD-4H 
be sent with the strike group to provide radar navigation information. 
This aircraft could remain at sufficient altitude to be out of range 
of enony fire during the attack. 

In addition, the electronic equipment of the AD-4.N is capable of 
giving a distinct indication when aircraft of tho flight have been 
"locked on" and are being tracked by enemy firo control radar. Timely 
roports of such instances to tho strike leader would have obvious 
advantages to tho safety of our aircraft. 
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part eight , - rMxvmn DFCLA^i fi rn 

I&intenancie of propeller driven aircraft during- the period was 
routine k 

The long period of inactivity . of all-craft, from 4. Juno to 20 
June, caused excessive hydraulic leaks in F9F-2's. *'ith the hydro- 
lube fluid presently used in the hydraulic system, numerous 0-ring 
seal failures 'occur after several dcys of inactivity. 

Fuel pumps are a continuing source of trouble in F9F-2 aircraft, 
and it is urged that JP-A5 pumps bo made available at the earliest 
possible dato. 

It was found that the new typo F9F wing jury-strut does not pre- 
vent damage to wings and wing folding cylinders during high winds and 
rough seas. This jury strut will not prevent upward travel of the wing 
when in the folded position. While this strut is much more easily 
Installed and removed than the old type, it is considered unsatisfact- 
ory because it will not prevent wing travel in an upward direction. 

_Sevoral 'F9F-2 wing folding hydraulic cylinder failures occurred. 
It is understood that now production F9F aircraft are being fitted 
with an improved cylinder, but that no back fitting program is con- 
templated. It is rocommended that all F9F-2 be equipped with the latest 
type wing folding hydraulic cylinders. 

Maintenance has been handicapped to some extent by a lack of 
certain items of the Soction "G" allowance list, specifically, tost 
equipment for the capacitance type fuel quantity guage and an oxygen 
regulator test stand, . 

Ships being sent forward should bo provided with a full Soction 
"G" allowance. 

PART MJJE - SURVIVAL 

Pilots' survival equipment such as PSK-1, C-1 vest and first aid 
kits, should bo issued after embarkation on west coast. This would 
enable each pilot to get his equipment arranged to his personal sat- 
isi action and get accustomed to wearing it during the period of train- 
ing in tho Hawaiian area. 

The present flying suits are considered inadequate for this type 
of caphat operation. There is a need for pilots to carry consider- 
able survival equipment. Therefore, suits should be made to provide 
for tnosc articles. It is believed that a two piece suit would prove 
^o be more practical for use by downod pilots In enemy held territory. 

It is recommended that two types of ADSK-X droppablo survival 
kits be provided - one for sumcier, and one for winter uso. The 
kits issued wore modified by CVG-7 for sunncr use by removing the 
heavy winter flight gear and replacing it with summer weight Bfarine 
iatlgues. The additional space in the container was used to provide 
extra food and water. Contents of the kit were placed in a canvas 
container and then placed In the metal bomb, which permits quick re- 
moval and ease of transportation in addition to eliminating the weight 
of tho can, & 

Chly about half of the required CRC-7 radios are on hand or 
available. It is dosired to place a CRC-7 radio in each parachute 

aSv iJ a u d o° n ? 321 ° ach ADSK ~ l dl, °PP^Xe kit. Pilots that land- 
ed at K-18 saw U.S. Air Force pilots with two-pieco emergency radios 
tnat were designed to be carried in a C-1 or similar vest. This 
procedure appears to bo highly desirable, as the pilot of Air Group 
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DECLASSIFIED 

SEVEN that bailed out over enemy held territory had to abandon all of 
his equipment that was not secured to his person, immediate ly upon 
landing, in order to avoid enemy troops that wero in the immediate 
vicinity. Therefore, the CRC-7 radio which had boon stowed in the 
parachute life raft kit was not available to him. 

In order to avoid dropping the ADSK-1 kit in an unarmed condit- 
ion, positive arming is provided by attaching the arming wire to the 
aircraft structure. Arming could be more expeditiously accomplished, 
and with less possibility of being overlooked, if a spring clip were 
provided on the end of tho arming wire. 

PA RT TEH - BiaCTRQJICS 

lack of bench test installations has seriously handicapped maint- 
enance of certain airborne electronic equipment. Specific items 
for which complete test equipment is not available include A.N/AFE-31 
and AH/AHR-27. Continuous effort has been made since the Air Group 
arrived in San Diego to obtain this equipment with no success. It is 
expected that all AW/AP3-31 and AH/ARR-27 equipment will be inoperative 
within next six weeks unless adequate test equipment is made available. 

The system that requires carriers returning to CONUS to turn in 
electronic supplies for issue to ships remaining in forward area should 
solve many problems. However, no direct results have been observed to 
aate. it is hoped that many electronics supply items will be forth- 
coming when the ship next arrives at Yokosuka. 
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